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Propylparaben 
Item No. 37417

CAS Registry No.:	 94-13-3
Formal Name:	 4-hydroxy-benzoic acid, propyl ester
Synonyms:	 NSC 8511, NSC 23515,  

Propyl 4-hydoxybenzoate,  
Propyl p-hydoxybenzoate,  
Propyl para-hydoxybenzoate

MF:	 C10H12O3
FW:	 180.2
Purity:	 ≥98%
UV/Vis.:	 λmax: 258 nm
Supplied as:	 A solid
Storage:	 -20°C
Stability:	 ≥4 years
Item Origin:	 Synthetic
Information represents the product specifications. Batch specific analytical results are provided on each certificate of analysis.

Laboratory Procedures                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Propylparaben is supplied as a solid. A stock solution may be made by dissolving the propylparaben in the 
solvent of choice, which should be purged with an inert gas. Propylparaben is soluble in organic solvents 
such as ethanol, DMSO, and dimethyl formamide. The solubility of propylparaben in these solvents is 
approximately 30 mg/ml. 

Description                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Propylparaben is a paraben that has been found in R. chamaemorus and has diverse biological activities.1-4 
It is active against several strains of P. stutzeri (MICs = 250-300 µg/ml).2 Propylparaben binds to estrogen 
receptors in a concentration-dependent manner, and administration of propylparaben (1% in the diet) 
decreases sperm counts and serum testosterone levels in rats.3,4 Propylparaben has been found in influent 
and effluent wastewater.5 Formulations containing propylparaben have been used as preservatives in 
cosmetics, food, and pharmaceuticals.
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